
 
The Lenfest Institute: Head of National Programs 

 
The Lenfest Institute for Journalism seeks a full-time Head of National Programs to lead the Institute’s 
work with news organizations across the country. The Institute’s national portfolio empowers the next 
era of local journalism with programs that are unique and provide essential support for local news 
organizations transitioning to and building a sustainable digital future.   
 
The primary current national programs include:   

 Communities of Practice: We currently manage four communities of practice: the News 
Philanthropy Network (more than 2,000 individual members), the Audience Development 
Community (more than 350 individual members), the Statewide News Collective (29 member 
organizations), and the Engaged Cities Community (9 member organizations).  

 Beyond Print: This program includes grants, experimentation, convenings, idea-sharing and 
publishing to ensure important local news organizations make the transition to a predominantly 
digital future.  

 Advisory Services: We advise news organizations exploring changes of ownership structure, such 
as to nonprofit status, and with their financial and business planning. We work with them to 
develop pitch decks if they are startups, to help them design useful regular financial data and 
metrics, and to plot a path to a sustainable digital future.   

 Fiscal sponsorships of companies and projects: As a public charity, rather than a private 
foundation, The Lenfest Institute can use its tax status and reliable, efficient administrative 
capabilities to help news organizations and supporting organizations achieve their goals. We 
sponsor both companies, such as National Trust for Local News and Capital B while they were 
awaiting an IRS ruling on their non-profit status, and projects, such as the Lenfest Local News 
Infrastructure Fund.   

 Convenings and other work in support of the Institute’s national strategy. 
 

Job activities: 
● Serve as a key member of the Institute team and collaborate regularly with internal 

departments, consultants, partners and other stakeholders.  
● Attend Board meetings, and work closely with Board committees on goals and direction of 
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